
Yelverton Tennis Club Constitution
 

(Agreed at the Annual General Meeting on 1st February 2024)
Name

1.
The name of the club, founded in 1983, is Yelverton Tennis Club.

Address

2.
The address of the club is the War Memorial Field, Meavy Lane, Yelverton.

Object

3.
Yelverton Tennis Club is a non-profit making Members’ Club whose primary objective is to provide facilities for, and to promote and encourage participation in, tennis.  The Club is a registered venue with the LTA and undertakes to comply with and uphold the LTA Code of Conduct. 
Affiliation

4.
The Club is affiliated to the Lawn Tennis Association of England and adopts and conforms to the rules of that organisation in so far as they can apply. 
Membership and Subscriptions

5.
Membership of the Club is open to the whole community without discrimination.

6.
The Club offers a number of membership classes to accommodate different requirements and to encourage family and junior memberships.  The classes of member and subscription rates are decided annually at the AGM.

7.
Members are bound by the Club’s rules of membership and the LTA’s Code of Conduct.
8.
The subscription year runs from April 1st. to March 31st.

9.
A member whose subscription is not paid by the 14th April following the Annual General Meeting will cease to be a member (and membership renewal will be subject to the normal procedure for new members).  No use may be made of the club facilities in a new subscription year until the fee is paid.

10.
A member wishing to withdraw from membership in a given year or to transfer to a class at a lower rate of subscription shall, normally, notify the Membership Secretary in writing by the 30th September and otherwise shall be liable for the full subscription.

11.
For new members, the subscription, and entry fee if applicable, should either be paid online or by cheque, made payable to “Yelverton Tennis Club”. For online payments, members should send or email their completed membership form to the Membership Secretary stating the amount paid.  New members joining no more than a month after April 1st may, on request, pay the annual subscription in four equal monthly instalments (subject to a small premium to be determined each year by the committee).
12.
For a new member joining more than a month after April 1st, the Membership Secretary may set the subscription fee on a pro rata basis depending upon the number of months left in that subscription year.  Similarly, the Membership Secretary may refund a pro rata fee to a member who becomes unable to use the club for the remainder of a subscription year on account of injury, illness or departure from the district.

13.
Honorary Membership shall be strictly limited and at the discretion of the Committee, by way of reward for special services to the club.

Rules and Regulations

14.
A copy of the Constitution and Club Rules and Regulations made by the Committee under Clause 33 shall be issued to all members on joining and all members shall be deemed conversant herewith. The Club’s Complaints Procedure will be posted in the clubhouse and will be circulated to all members.

Suspension or expulsion

15.
The Committee shall have the power to suspend or terminate the membership of any member or to exclude any member or visitor whom it considers guilty of a breach of Club rules or of misconduct or offensive behaviour to any other member, visitor or employee, whether on the Club’s premises or elsewhere.  
Visitors, Temporary Members & Public Access

16.
Visitors may be introduced by any member, the introducing member must show on the Skedda court booking that a visitor is playing and pay online the visitors fee, which shall be fixed by the Club at the AGM.  
17.
A non-playing member may play for the same fee as a visitor but neither a non-playing member nor a visitor may play more than three times in a given year, or as set out in the YTC Rules and Regulations, except with special permission of the Committee.

18.
Every member of a visiting match team shall be an Honorary Member for the day and every competitor in a tournament at the Club (and in the case of a competitor under the age of 18, his parent or guardian) shall be an Honorary Member for the period of the tournament.

19.
Temporary Members, not permanently resident nor working within 10 miles of the club, may be admitted at the discretion of the Membership Secretary and one other Committee Member for a period not exceeding one calendar month.  The fee to be charged will be determined at the discretion of the Membership Secretary.  
20.
The Club will not normally make its facilities available for use by the general public.  Should an exception be made, an hourly fee shall be charged, agreed by the committee.  Members of the public using this facility shall be deemed Honorary Members of the club, and be subject to the rules and regulations of the club, for the duration of the booking.

Injury, loss of property etc.

21.
Members or visitors leaving vehicles, racquets, clothing or other property at the Club, do so at their own risk and the Club shall not be responsible for any loss, damage or injury resulting from this or any other cause.

General Meetings

22.
An Annual General Meeting shall be held every year between 1st February and 31st March.  

23.
The business of the AGM shall be the confirmation of the minutes of the previous AGM and any subsequent extraordinary general meetings, the consideration of the Committee’s report and the Honorary Treasurer’s accounts for the year, the election of Officers and Committee for the ensuing year, the appointment of Honorary Auditor, the fixing of classes of membership, subscriptions, and visitors’ fees,  plus any item of which notice has been given and details included on the agenda. 
24.
Any member wishing to propose a resolution at the AGM must send a copy thereof to the Honorary Secretary before 1st February so that provision may be made on the agenda.  The Honorary Secretary shall give members (other than temporary members) at least fourteen days’ notice of any general meeting, together with a copy of the agenda.  This will normally be posted in the clubhouse.

25.
The Committee shall call an extraordinary general meeting at their discretion or within one month of receipt by the Honorary Secretary of a requisition signed by twenty members or one-fifth of membership (whichever is the least), stating the business proposed to be transacted.

26.
The business of an extraordinary general meeting shall be in accordance with the requisition under which it was summoned and the agenda issued. At any general meeting further business may be accepted at the discretion of the Chairman, provided it does not call for an alteration of the constitution, the winding up of the Club, the transfer of any of the Club’s assets, the borrowing of money, or any expenditure not within the immediate financial resources of the Club.

Officers

27.
The Club shall have a Chairman, a Vice Chairman, an Honorary Treasurer, an Honorary Secretary and a Membership Secretary, who shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting by and from the voting membership. All officers should meet the Club’s Fit & Proper Persons Test (FPP). For continuity and stability, they shall normally serve for a period of two years from the 1st April immediately following the Annual General Meeting at which she or he was elected, after which period they may stand for re-election on an annual basis.  No person shall normally be an officer for more than six consecutive years.

28.
If a casual vacancy occurs among the officers between Annual General Meetings, such a vacancy shall be filled by the Committee, appointing one of its own number, where possible, to the office.  Such period of office shall not count towards the period of office as set out in Clause 27.

Management Committee

29.
There shall be a Committee consisting of the Officers, as defined in para 27, Safeguarding Officer, Men’s Captain, Ladies Captain, Junior Co-ordinator, up to two ordinary members and up to two co-opted members (but, if one or more of the Offices or named posts are held by a single person, an extra Committee vacancy shall be thereby created).  All members implicitly agree to the Club rules.
30.
Other than the Officers. all elected members of the Committee shall be elected for two years at the AGM (with immediate effect) and shall have the power to fill any casual vacancy. 

31.
The Committee shall meet at least four times a year and additionally as circumstances may require.  The quorum at a Committee meeting shall be seven and in the event of a vote, each member of the Committee shall have a single vote except that the Chairman shall have both a deliberate vote and a casting vote.

32.
The Committee shall have the power to invite other persons to attend its meetings; such persons shall not have voting rights.

33.
The Committee has the power to make and revise club rules and regulations not covered by the constitution and to decide any matter not provided for here-in or elsewhere.

34.
The Committee may delegate any part of its duties to one or more sub-committees which may be composed of any members of the Club, but any sub-committee to control a bar supplying intoxicating liquor shall be appointed in accordance with the licensing requirements.

Financial Year

35.
The club’s financial year shall run from the 1st January to 31st December and the accounts submitted to the Annual General Meeting shall be prepared accordingly.

Trustees and Disposal of Assets

36.
The Trustees for such assets as the club may hold from time to time shall be the Chairman and the Vice Chairman.  Under no circumstances during the continuance of the club, nor at nor after its dissolution, shall any assets or surplus funds be distributed among its members.

37.
Upon dissolution or winding up of the club, and after discharging all debts and liabilities, any net assets of the club shall be given or transferred to either the sport’s governing body for use in community related sport, another Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC), or a registered Charity.

Amendments and Dissolution

38.
This Constitution, other than Clause 3, Clause 36. Clause 37 and this Clause may be amended by a resolution passed by two-thirds of the members present and voting at a general meeting called for that purpose; provided that no amendment shall be made, the effect of which would cause the Club to cease to be a Charity in law.

39.
The Club shall be dissolved on the passing of a resolution to that effect at a general meeting after due notice, by at least three-fourths of those present and voting.  Such a meeting shall appoint a Committee to wind up the affairs of the Club and shall give general directions as to the disposal of any assets, within the scope of Clause 37.
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